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in different countries, investments abroad,
etc., which must be considered in striking a
true balance.

BALBOA, bal bo'a, VASCO NUNEZ DE
(1475-1517), a celebrated Spanish explorer,
the first European to view the Pacific Ocean
from its American shore. Born of a noble
but poor family he came to America in
search of wealth. Prom Santo Domingo he
went, in 1510, with
a n expeditionary
party to Darien
and became gov-
ernor of the colony
there. Hearing
from the Indians
accounts of a great
western ocean, he
set out in quest of
it and on Septem-
ber 25, 1513, saw
the Pacific from a
mountain on the Isthmus of Panama. Four
days later he reached the water's edge and
formally took possession of it and of the
shores it washed in the name of Spain, little
dreaming the vastness of his claim.

While on his expeditions Balboa resigned
the governorship of Darien to Davila, a man
of unprincipled character. On his return
political dissensions arose between them.
The mother country endeavored to harmon-
ize the two interests, but failed. Finally
Balboa was accused of rebelling, was con-
victed and executed, in 1517. A colossal
statue of Balboa was a feature of the Pan-
ama-Pacific Exposition in 1915.

BALDER, T)awlfdur, in Northern mythol-
ogy, the son of Odin and Frigga, the personi-
fication of the sun and of the brightness of
summer. For his beauty and goodness he
was beloved by all of the gods except the
wicked Loki, who was determined to accom-
plish his destruction. Haider's mother, fear-
ful for his life, obtained from all things in
the world, with the exception of a little spray
of mistletoe which grew upon an oak tree, a
promise that they would not injure Balder.
It "became, therefore, a favorite sport of the
gods to hurl their most dangerous weapons at
him in order to see them fall harmless. Loki,
however, fashioned a dart from the mistletoe,
which he put into the hand of Balder's blind
brother, directing him how to throw it. The
dart struck Balder and he fell dead. In Mat-
Arnold's Balder Dead the death and

funeral of the god are described in beautiful
verse.

BALDNESS, the bare condition of the
scalp, due to partial or complete loss of hair.
It is due to various causes, and affects men
much oftener than women; indeed, a bald
woman is rarely known, while baldness is
common among men. Most usually it results
from the approach of age, though men under
thirty-five are not immune. It is due to
defective nourishment at the roots of the
hair, caused by lessened circulation in the
scalp.

BALDWIN, ROBERT (1804-1858), a Cana-
dian statesman, born in Toronto, and edu-
cated under the direction of Bishop Strachan.
He served in the Assembly of Upper Canada,
became solicitor-general for Upper Canada in
1840 and was Attorney-General and Premier,
1842-1843. Baldwin's first Cabinet marks the
introduction of a responsible Ministry into
Canadian government. From 1848 to 1851
he was again at the
head of the Cabinet;
during this second
period the amount of
constructive legisla-
tion was unprece-
dented, including the
organization of the
municipal system as
it now exists, the
establishment of
Toronto University
on a non-sectarian

basis, the creation of the courts of common
pleas and chancery, the opening of the Saint
Lawrence to commerce after the repeal of the
British Navigation acts and the abolition of
the old preferential tariff. A sincere reform-
er, Baldwin was nevertheless unable to
agree with the more radical elements of the
Liberal Party, under the leadership of George
Brown. He refused to abandon his moderate
political views, resigned from office in, 1851,
sought reelection, but was defeated.

BALDWIN, STANLEY (1868- ), Prime
Minister of Great Britain from May? 1923,
to January, 1924. He is of English-Scotch
descent and is first cousin of Eudyard Kip-
ling. Educated at Harrow and Cambridge,
he has devoted his life to business, and is a
leading steel manufacturer. His interest in
public affairs and Ms great ability drew him
into public life and office* As Financial
Secretary and President of the Board of
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